
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Operation: Explore the World 
Grace Genis has been a Girl Scout for 13 years and is in Troop 1102 in Service Unit 

642. She is currently a senior at Olathe North High School. 

 

Grace’s Gold Award project addressed the issue of a lack of materials for early 

childhood education students with visual impairments. By creating kits consisting 

of lightboxes and other materials, Grace hopes to help kids overcome challenges 

in learning by having the support they need. Some of the items she built using 

power tools and utilized community member support to create the items for the 

boxes that are sturdy and will last for years. Due to a lack of education on the 

needs of students with visual impairments, many schools don’t have the proper 

equipment to help these students thrive. Grace presented her kits as well as the 

project and need for the materials to the school district during a teacher training 

day and helped inform the educators on the needs of students like her. 

 

Grace worked with fellow Girl Scouts, her family, community members, Harmony 

Elementary and the Olathe School District to research the needed materials for 

the boxes, train teachers on how to use the kit and spread awareness. By building 

long lasting materials for her kits and making the boxes available within the school 

district, her project will continue to improve the early childhood education 

experience for students with visual impairments for years to come. As a student 

who has face obstacles with visual impairments, Grace knows the power this 

project will have on young kids who are just beginning their educational journey. 

By providing much needed equipment, she’s helping them start school on a level 

playing field. 

 

Because of Girl Scouts, I’ve gained leadership skills, survival skills, 
lifesaving skills, made friends, as well as creating memories for a lifetime. 

Grace Genis  
Olathe, Kansas 


